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Continuous gravitational waves (CWs) can be produced by rotating neutron stars with an asym-
metric mass distribution about their axis of rotation. The FrequencyHough search is an all-sky
search for these signals, and the large parameter space considered introduces computational limits
into the pipeline. We investigate the distributions of candidates produced by earlier stages in the
pipeline, and propose the mechanisms within the pipeline that produce these effects. We also char-
acterize the performance of two steps, a veto and ranking procedure, used to reduce the number
of candidates within the FrequencyHough pipeline. We found the distance metric in the parameter
space is an effective tool to compare the similarity between candidates but is not as effective for
comparing clusters formed from those candidates.
